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e Introduction & Definitions

* Foundation of Blurb Writing
* Tips for How to Get Started
* Blurb Enhancements

* Al Game Changer

* Final Thoughts

* Questions



@\%B Why Do | Need a Pitch?

To tell people what

To catch agents’ & editors’ ‘\ “
attention. ' the book is about.
- Dy

1w

To Hook Readers!



@I\%B Some Pitch Definitions
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2 —5ish Words
One-liners, kind of like pickup lines. For example, “Because you’re worth it!”
For a book pitch, something like “Die Hard meets Gilmore Girls.”

1 — 3ish Sentences

Used for “Elevator Pitches,” marketing, and to tell your family what your book is about.

1 — 3ish Paragraphs.
Used for back cover copy, query letters, in-person pitching, and marketing

2-5ish pages, summarizing the manuscript.

Syn O pSis Often used for book proposals.

(Sometimes worse than writing the manuscript!)

Ma nusc ript What we agonize over!




@\?g Foundation: The 4 Ws
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IS your protagonist(s)?

do they want?(Goal)

do they want it?(Motivation) ‘

have it?(Conflict)



NI Find the 4 Ws in Mystery
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Former spy Maggie Bird came to the seaside village of Purity, Maine, eager to put the past behind her after a mission went
tragically wrong. These days, she’s living quietly on her chicken farm, still wary of blowback from the events that forced her

early retirement.

But when a body turns up in Maggie’s driveway, she knows it’s a message from former foes who haven’t forgotten her.
Maggie turns to her local circle of old friends—all retirees from the CIA—to help uncover the truth about who is trying to kill
her, and why. This “Martini Club” of former spies may be retired, but they still have a few useful skills that they’re eager to
use again, if only to spice up their rather sedate new lives.

Complicating their efforts is Purity’s acting police chief, Jo Thibodeau. More accustomed to dealing with rowdy tourists than
homicide, Jo is puzzled by Maggie’s reluctance to share information—and by her odd circle of friends, who seem to be a step

ahead of her at every turn.

As Jo’s investigation collides with the Martini Club’s maneuvers, Maggie’s hunt for answers will force her to revisit a
clandestine career that spanned the globe, from Bangkok to Istanbul, from London to Malta. The ghosts of her past have
returned, but with the help of her friends—and the reluctant Jo Thibodeau—Maggie might just be able to save the life she’s

built.



@\%B Find the 4 Ws in Romance
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Anyone can be tempted...

Xavier Hollow is the king of destruction. A shifter, a vampire, a demon—every nightmare you have—all rolled into one very
smoking hot package. Xavier snaps his fingers, and the world falls at his feet. His enemies tremble in fear. And the women
who want him? They tremble with yearning. Life (and death) is one fabulous ride...until a certain very old curse kicks in for
him. A curse that threatens to take away all of his dark power.

He needs someone good...to fall for him. STAT.

Three days. That’s how long Xavier has to tempt one Mercy Josephine. Innocent, pure, the actual descendant of an angel,
she’s all the things that normally give him hives—literally. He’s allergic to good and just can’t stand it. Committing a “good”
act causes Xavier physical pain. The bigger the act, the more intense his suffering. But, for Mercy, he’ll have to pretend to be
someone very, very different. Someone who is—unfortunately and ever-so-disgustingly—good.

He’ll corrupt her. She’ll save him.

A simple enough task. Go to the costume ball. Charm the modern-day princess. Get her to sacrifice her soul for

him. Done. He could probably bring her to the dark side with just a kiss. But then he meets Mercy and realizes that he’s not
the only one looking to destroy some goodness. Other beasts are closing in, and in order to break the curse that haunts him,
Xavier will have to do the one thing he never expected...protect Mercy. Beautiful, brave, and—shudder—good Mercy.



RN Craft the 4 Ws
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Molly Nyland, a twenty-six year old forensic artist who can tell
what people say doesn’t match what they saw. These powers came to

her when she was hit by lightning at age 12. The accident covered her l*ls‘ﬂSH“'kM
arm and shoulder in white scars that itch when people aren’t telling the ASA MARIA BRADLEY
full truth.

Catch the serial killer who's haunting her town.

The killer is killing people.

The killer is really smart and evades her and the police.



M Craft the 4 Ws—Take 2
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Molly Nyland, a twenty-six year old forensic artist who can tell
what people say doesn’t match what they saw. These powers came to
her when she was hit by lightning at age 12. The accident covered her
arm and shoulder in white scars that itch when people aren’t telling the FLASH FEA
full truth. oIr=t.

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR
ASA MARIA BRADLEY

She wants to keep her secret at all cost.

Her rural, religious, uneducated family and community labeled her a witch after
the lightning strike. She was treated as a freak and called the devil’s spawn.

Her new working partner, Detective Rankin, is a master at ferreting out
secrets and knows that Molly is keeping something from him. She ends up as one of the
suspects in a serial killer case and is hunted by the real killer. The only way to clear her
name and stay alive is to trust Rankin.



\*B Tips for Working the 4 Ws

* Apply them to both external and internal conflict.
* If you have more than one main character, do it for all of them.

* Pick and choose the sentences and paragraphs that have the most action
and power words.

* Read your pitch out loud.

* Try it out on (unsuspecting) friends. Ask them what grabbed them the
most.
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Enhancements

Xavier Hollow is the king of destruction. A shifter, a vampire, a demon...
... very old curse...the actual descendant of an angel...
...former spies may be retired, but still have a few useful skills...

More accustomed to dealing with rowdy tourists than homicide...
Xavier snaps his fingers, and the world falls at his feet.

Someone who is—unfortunately and ever-so-disqustingly—good.
Beautiful, brave, and—shudder—good Mercy.




@?ﬁg Tropes vs Archetypes vs Themes
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From Gail Carriger’s A Heroine’s Journey:
NARRATIVE : ¢

a socially shared concept that is imbued with
social meaning that helps to create a predictable

transmitted by meta phor or outcome.
character behavior T hemes Appeal

a recurring character or idea that’s
transmitted by

aoroce | Me@SSages actually a symbol or motif. Examples: trickster guide,
wise mentor.

e.g hero's/heroine's

journey, Kishotenketsu, StOI'y ChaSSiS

romance beats, 3 act

Genre a central topic or implication of the story—

Tropes & Archetypes Market an emotional response. Examples: self-discovery,
Setting & Character STl betrayal.
Genre
Plot & Pace Macbeth has a of unchecked ambition, uses the

of a fated outcome, and has the evil witch
H I E RARC HY GailCarriger.com at the beginning Of the Story'




dﬁg Trope vs Cliches
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Universal

Appeal




R The Power of Tropes

* Provides a predictable character, setting, plot, or type of story.
* Creates multi-dimensional characters by building tension.

 Strengthens conflict—internal and external.



Trope Examples

* Enemies to Lovers * Loner/Scarred Sleuth

* Friend’s Sibling

* Forced Proximity

e Serial Killer

* Protector/Guardian

e Secret Baby * Amnesia
* Arranged Marriage * Amateur Sleuth
* One Night Stand  Stalker

 Fated Mates

* Revenge

* Chosen One

* Quest

* Secret/Lost Heir
* Second Chance
* Misfiring Powers
* Time Travel

 Redemption



@1\%8 Sprinkle Tropes & Themes
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Anyone can be tempted...

Xavier Hollow is the king of destruction. A shifter, a vampire, a demon—every nightmare you have—all rolled into one very
smoking hot package. Xavier snaps his fingers, and the world falls at his feet. His enemies tremble in fear. And the women
who want him? They tremble with yearning. Life (and death) is one fabulous ride...until a certain very old curse kicks in for
him. A curse that threatens to take away all of his dark power.

He needs someone good...to fall for him. STAT.

Three days. That’s how long Xavier has to tempt one Mercy Josephine. Innocent, pure, the actual descendant of an angel,
she’s all the things that normally give him hives—literally. He’s allergic to good and just can’t stand it. Committing a “good”
act causes Xavier physical pain. The bigger the act, the more intense his suffering. But, for Mercy, he’ll have to pretend to be
someone very, very different. Someone who is—unfortunately and ever-so-disgustingly—good.

He’ll corrupt her. She’ll save him.

A simple enough task. Go to the costume ball. Charm the modern-day princess. Get her to sacrifice her soul for

him. Done. He could probably bring her to the dark side with just a kiss. But then he meets Mercy and realizes that he’s not
the only one looking to destroy some goodness. Other beasts are closing in, and in order to break the curse that haunts him,
Xavier will have to do the one thing he never expected...protect Mercy. Beautiful, brave, and—shudder—good Mercy.



@\%B Sprinkle Tropes & Themes
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Once upon a time, the pressure to be the perfect daughter nearly broke Kayla Whitman. Desperate to find an
outlet away from her controlling mother, she picked up a pair of drumsticks, forever altering the rhythm of her
life. Since then, she's been determined to make her own way, finding her home with her bandmates even as
she fights to keep her past and her present firmly separate.

Things were simple enough when the Lillys were playing local gigs at dive bars, but now they're on their first
official tour—and all Kayla can see are warning signs. Desperate to escape the worry churning inside her, Kayla
finds solace in quiet tour bus driver Ty Baldwin...and discovers in him a kindred spirit like no one she's ever met
before.

Their connection is immediate and intense, but when increasing scrutiny from the press threatens to destroy
Ty's newfound peace and Kayla's carefully guarded secrets, Kayla's forced to make an impossible choice: pursue
her dream and risk destroying everyone around her? Or give in and lose the chance of ever becoming the
person she's always known she could be.



@\%B A More Direct Approach
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Turns out the gorgeous stranger | had a one-night stand with is not only my sister’s best friend but also my new
employee.

Worse? | shared a whole lot more with Avery than one mind-blowing night.
| told her my deepest, darkest secret.

Despite my constant worry that she’ll let the truth slip to my family, | can’t stay away from her. And when we’re
tossed together for an out of town trip and forced to share a room with only one bed, the chemistry between
us finally explodes...again.

| have no problem making her see stars—or breaking the bed. The trouble is, the longer our secret relationship
goes on, the more | want to keep her.

But she’s eight years my junior, the sunshine to my grump, and | know her free spirit wants more than the small
town of Starlight Cove can offer.

| have no doubt no one will ever give her more pleasure than | will, but | refuse to hold her back.

Even if that means letting her go when her three month contract is up.
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N The Al Game Changer
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The youth don’t search like their parents! Gaogle  books thatfee ke a massive hug x ¢ @ Q

» Fantasy & Sci-Fi:

e

G‘-:-")gle books with good vibes X & @ Q

o The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune: A magical, sun-
Feel-Good Fiction & Humor soaked story about a cautious caseworker sent to evaluate a

whimsical orphanage.
e The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune: A cozy, heartwarming

fantasy novel about a delightfully unconventional orphanage that ° A ?salm f?r the.VV.I|d-BUI|t by Becky Chamber§: A cozy,
. . philosophical sci-fi about a tea-monk who befriends a gentle
feels like a massive virtual hug. @ X
robot.

» Legends & Lattes by Travis Baldree: A low-stakes, incredibly
wholesome cozy fantasy about an orc who retires from a life of
violence to open a fantasy coffee shop.

o Legends & Lattes by Travis Baldree: A cozy fantasy about an orc
who retires to open the first-ever coffee shop in a fantasy
City. @ Reddit - r/suggestmeabook +4

» Bossypants by Tina Fey: If you need a good laugh, this witty and
highly entertaining autobiography will keep your energy high and * Contemporary & Fiction:

your mood bright. o The Very Secret Society of Irregular Witches by Sangu

Mandanna: A charming tale about magical misfits, found family,

To explore more uplifting reads, check out curated lists like the .
and belonging.

Goodreads Most Inspiring Books List or the Penguin Random House

Good Vibes Selection to find your next feel-good book. o A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman: A heartwarming,
humorous, and tear-jerking story about a grumpy but deeply
lovable neighbor.

o The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary
Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows: An epistolary novel set just after
WWII, filled with warmth and community. ® Instagram - kriti sachan © +4



N The Al Game Changer
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r/suggestmeabook

* A short, easy book that will make me emotional.
* A book that feels like happiness and a big hug.
* An addictive book for a long flight.

* A series that isn’t a bummer. reddilll

A book that embodies winter.

A book that makes me feel confident.

* Books where something feels deeply wrong, but nobody
says it out loud.
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ALCHEMISED

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

What's it about?

A former alchemist with missing
memories fights to survive in a world
ruled by necromancers while
uncovering secrets hidden within her
mind.

Popular highlight

“I have warned you, if something
happens to you, | will personally raze
the Eternal Flame. That isn't a threat. It
is a promise. Consider your survival as
much a necessity to the Resistance as
Holdfast's. If you die, | will kill every
single one of them.”

6,169 Kindle readers highlighted this

Why you'd like it

Similar to: Mate

If you enjoyed the political intrigue and
supernatural power struggles in "Mate,"
"Alchemised" delivers similar thrills in a
darker post-war world where memory
loss adds another layer of mystery.
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Hook & Tink
Dark Romance

el | 2020-02-10

v
| want to hate you but | really just want you, marry me and I'll protect you,
Hook is a cinnamon roll, how about a five-some for our wedding night?,
villains do it better, banter, revenge is best served cold and bloody, plus-

sized heroine, BDSM, bondage, sword cross guarantee

A WICKED VILLAINS NOVEL

K o | Marriage of convenience

NEW YORK TIMES AND USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

S 4 Abusive father (off-page, historical), abusive relationship (heroine, off-
? O 3 . ? | i page, historical), assault, murder, guns, explicit sex
) ¢

’—/’/v"\\\\‘




NI Some Final Thoughts
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* Don’t worry about tropes & themes in your first draft.
(Manuscript or Blurb)

* Writing your trope in the same POV (1st vs 3d) works best.

 Study the blurbs of the best sellers in your genre.
(Length? Specific power words?)

* Feel overwhelmed?
Remember: You can only do what you can do!

* Most important thing: Have Fun!




Questions? (And Blatant Self-Promotion)

WOLF WOLF S WOLF WOLF
DESIRE HLN ER ROMISE DI

A NORSE WARRIOR PROTECTORS STORY PRQ A NORSE WARRI TECTORS NOVEL A NORSE W

Ta
EL«ASH‘"FE«A& kkﬂ%ﬁ‘“k«ﬂlh

e - e

TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR DAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ; USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

ASA MARIA BRADLEY &ARIA BRADLEY. ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARTA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY

SERSERKER | BERSERKER | BERSERKER | STOLEN BY THE | BERSERKER
Uﬂh N \w\ TEMPTATl(DN DEVOTION BERSERKER [ VENGEANCE

A NORSE W ARRI( )l S /EL )TE RS EL A NORSE WARRIOR PROTECTORS NOVELLA A NORSE WARRIOR PROTECTORS NOVELLA A NORSE WARRIOR PROLECTORS NOVEL

{/\\7 T8 ) j—/ AsaMariaBradley.com

N \/\a "‘L’

> | = N ) )
USA TODAY BESTSEL G AUTHOR USA TODAY BES LLING AUTHOR USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR USA'TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY ASA MARIA BRADLEY




