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The fine art
of fighting crime

Carrie Stuart Parks shares
insights with law enforcement

By Asa Maria BRADLEY

rime runs In Carrie Stuart
Parks’ family, but don't confuse
her with Carmela Soprano;

she works the other side of the law

Stuart Parks still lives on the sprawling
property in Cataldo, Idaho, where she
grew up. Her family can trace its Idaho
roots as far back as the 1800s. As a girl,
Stuart Parks spent most of her time riding
horses and playing with the Great
Pyrenees dogs that her family bred

“If you were found inside watching TV
or something like that, It meant you wete
available for chores like cleaning out the
dog kennels,” Stuart Parks chuckles

In 1981, her father Edwin Z “Ned’
Stuart, then director of North ldaho
Regional Crime Lab, founded a company
to examine physical evidence an civil and
criminal cases

Stuart Parks, a Lewis-Clark State
College graduate with double majors In
fine art and soclal sclence, started work-
ing lor him as an artist for court prepara-
tions, In 1984, the FBI held its first foren-
sic artist training. and she signed up as a
student for the following year. There, she
met Rick Parks, an FBI forensic artist

The couple married In 1989 and con-
tinued the family business when Edwin
Stuart passed away in 1993. The company.
called Stuart Parks Forensics
Consultants, offers services such as com-
posite drawings. image modification,
facial reconstruction. and crime-scene
sketching. It also provides training and
certification in forensic art O law
enforcement departments all over the
country, including the FBI

Ten years alter being a student there
hersell. Stuart Parks returned to the FBI
Academy in Quantico. Va., to teach

There are no prerequisites for her
classes

"We can start at the level where we
assume you don't know how to draw
blood, show you which end of the pencil
to sharpen, and go from there,” she says

Spotting deception

While working on a Spokane murder
case in the late 1990s, Stuart Parks
became fascinated by signs of deception
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reconstruction technique.

a Spokane County
sheeil's deputy whose wife had been
X 40 1 behave as expected when
gvog ber detsils lor the composite
men he claimed had

Sl - e Twi
shot Ses wife She reported these incon:
sstences W the deputies working the
o she sa3ys
When DiBartolo was accused of the
muger and tried, Stuart Parks served as

& wiress She twrned to previous teach-

£rs ana mentors to prepare for her testl
moey In 997 a Jury convicted DiBartolo
{ iliew his wile
Stuart Parks says signs of stress or
=omon include a change of behavior
snd “Oustered” o “timely” responses o a
smemies such as a question

example. "So, I | asked my
n 'Did you put the scratch on
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the car” and he answers, 'Um, no, no, no!
oy e you asking me?’ his answer was

n response to my question, and

gered 2 significant pause, multiple

Servals and answering a question with a

sestion.” Stuart Parks says. "The first

ng | el my LW (law enforcement) stu-

Jents on deception Is that a composite

1 has no corrections, or few Correcs

; probably made up. In written

g7 (called statement analysis), | look

-hange in language.”

raud tnvestigators, court pessonnel,

siness leaders often invite her 1o

t workshops, and she's developed

IND-based materials that teach how to
gnize signs of deception

Artist as writer
The author of several books on draw-

hnigues, Stuart Parks also writes
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Abowe. Stuart Parks and her husband, Rick Parks, have written
howto drawing books. Right, Stuart Parks demonstrates facial

fiction She Is
friends with Frank
Perettl, a best-sell
ing Christlan novelist, and his wife
Barbara fean, who also wrote a book that
Parks fllustrated. Frank Perett] offered to
mentor Stuart Parks after reading one of
her stories. This lead to her developing a
series of mysteries leaturing a forensic
arust

Her writing often takes a backseat to
other creative outiets. Her paintings are
part of corporate and private collections

as far away as Hawall. She has received

numerous awards for her work, enough to
be a “signature member” of the ldaho
Water Color Saciety

While her line art can be viewed local-
ly at the Coeur d'Alene Resort, Kootenal
Medical Center, and the Frame of Mind
Gallery, In Coeur d'Alene. her forensic
insight helps put away criminals all over
the country. o
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