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'FROM DROWNING
by Amy Tan :
$14.95 | paperback
Random House
Reviewed by
Special Guest
Asa Bradley

Tan tells the tale of 12 travelers to Asia as they
stumble from one hilatious cultural misunder-
standing to another. The story is narrated by the
feisty and slightly catty San Francisco socialite Bibi
Chen, who departed the world of the living under
mysterious circumstances. From the spirit realm,
she describes the situation leading to her friends’
kidnapping by a group of Myanmar tribesmen
who believe a teenager in the group to be the sec-
ond coming of their “Younger White Brother.”
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between the characters and their captors, we ex-
plore the subtlety of human relationships. Based
on a true story, this comical book delivers zing-
ers to the current administration in Myanmar and
western attitudes towards third world countries and
indigenous people. The title comes from Buddhist
fishermen’s justification for their livelihood: They
do not kill the fish, but save them from drowning,
“Unfortunately the fish do not recover.”




